Massachusetts DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group

Facilitator: Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd.
Working Group Transition Monthly Meeting #5
March 14th, 2013
Conference Call: (866) 576-7975, Code: 175495

Draft Meeting Summary

Over 20 WG members were on the phone, which began at 9 and ended at noon.

9:00	Review Goals and Agenda for Day—Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates 
9:05	Updates:
· First Tech Standards Review Group & Guidelines
· Next meeting 9/17
· At first meeting—dealt with all 6 issues on agenda
· DOER setting up website—will have meeting summaries posted there; Coddington paper already posted there
· Goal to have draft manuals circulated before next meeting
· Adding 67%/100% screen to agenda—develop gameplan to report back to the DPU (due 2/28)—probably need a separate meeting to handle this—collect info. asap.  
· May be additional changes to this group’s agenda based on recent DPU order
· Website Link: https://sites.google.com/site/massdgic/home/interconnection/technical-standards-review-group
· Guidelines will be officially approved by TSRG at next meeting. WG members will have one week (21st) for final review with goal of final wrap-up by the 28th, and any issues to Michael/Danielle and copied to me.
· DPU Order on Report and Redlined Tariff (if issued by COB 13th)
· Blessed report including non-tariff 
· Ombudsperson trial for 12 months
· Utility tariff compliance filings in 30 days, approval in 15 days
· Enforcement mechanism back to WG in October 1
· Interim enforcement in place for now
· Add to our work plan, and invite AG to participate
· Screen 67% for now, TSRG proposal by 2/28
· Fees/Costs: DPU approved fees including cost allocation for group studies--will open investigation into fees and underlying costs
· Carry on w/work product and timelines in—for WG in Report
· Agreed to have follow-up compliance and WG planning call on Friday 3/29 from 8:30-10:30 (using utility # above)
· Other updates
· Mike (NSTAR) went over their 14 point checklist for applicants—NSTAR expectations (front-end, later, specific requirements for larger facilities)—available on NSTAR website—JDR will post and input (on language) invite comments 

	
10:15	Dealing With Stacked Projects thru Group Studies or Other Means
· CA Proposed Process— Sky Stanfield & Erica Schroeder, IREC
· Reviewed slides, and took questions (See slides on website)
· PG&E/SDG&E has some differences from SCE process
· CA requires financial security so more disincentive for dropping out of group study process (and likely requiring restudy process); MA process doesn’t require financial study (should we consider it for Group studies)?
· Was there resistance from making this mandatory?  (CA decided too difficult to run opt in/opt out process—when electrically interdependent).
· PG&E uses fixed enrollment period, while SCE uses rolling process triggered by first application that’s interdependent.  Which is better for MA—is fixed window easier to manage?  Should there be outreach when opening window on a particular feeder?
· CA Utilities has map can click on each feeder—and see existing DG, and room left on feeder and color-coded related to potential upgrade costs.  Also option for pre-application report, and publicly available queue.
· Brainstorm options for dealing with stacked projects in MA (delay until next meeting)
11:00	Information Tracking & Reporting
· Update on information tracking & reporting 
· All utilities using spreadsheet
· DOER didn’t have ability to aggregate until data entered/reported correctly (e.g., if dates not entered as dates); paying consultant to compile
· DOER expects utilities to be on time (DOER will note filing deadline compliance on DG website)
· Need to still address filling in new fields
· DOER highlighting cells that are out of compliance
· Some utilities saying aren’t going to be in compliance until 3rd quarter—will have to deal with it
· Trying to figure out how to capture/note projects dropping out
· Applications in data base currently over 2,000—not clear that all utilities including all projects (i.e., those withdrawn)
· Discuss potential online application and central administrator analysis and report back to DPU
· Potential for DOER to hire consultant to explore/scope
· DOER could help set up online application process, and could send email to utilities
· DOER requesting utilities lay out pros/cons of central administrator
· DOER still considering whether makes sense to get consultants
· Utilities haven’t really turned attention to this—but want to be responsive to DPU
· Online application doesn’t have to talk to utility systems directly, might be fine
· April 1st give the DPU an update 
· Bringing in CADMUS to discuss parallels w/system of assurances
· Another parallel for 400 MW of solar
11:30 Other Issues:
· Trainings and Online Modules—Utility-lead (approach, types, dates)
· Update from utilities on current thinking, and discussion (see last meeting summary for proposed directions)
· Have 2013 schedule out on initial regular training
· Going to video one or more and then make available to others to view
· Haven’t yet gotten to online required training modules—open item
     o Mapping and Recent Rural Electrification (on Upgrade RFP—DOER Work)
· DOER has draft from consultant doing quick review, and then circulate to utilities for comments before publishing and posting
11:55	Planning for April Meeting and Beyond & Next Steps (moved to 3/29 call)
12:00 	Adjourn

To Do List:
1) Meeting summary and agenda for 3/29 call and April meeting—JDR
2) Notice 3/29 call—JDR
3) Post NSTAR 14 Point Checklist and accompanying note—Supplied by Danielle, posted by JDR



MA DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group Website: http://massdg.raabassociates.org

Facilitator, Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd., 118 South St. #3A, Boston MA 02111 
Tel: 617-350-5544, Fax: 617-350-6655 
Email: raab@raabassociates.org or susan@raabassociates.org
www.RaabAssociates.org
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